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Understanding board games as media.
[Booth 2018]

Platform / software / interface studies.
[Stanftill 2014

Fan play and its evolution across

non-digital and digital channels
[Duncan 2012].
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CARD GAMES

MANDATORY UPGRADES: THE
EVOLVING MECHANICS AND

THEME OF ANDROID:
NETRUNNER

(® SEPTEMBER 6,2016 & & SEANC.DUNCAN @ |EAVE A COMMENT

[Duncan 2016]
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Atop the rippling waters of Lake Victoria, a second beanstalk lies nascent and full of promise. To see it rise—to see a
second Earth Station rise into space—the nations of the Sub-Saharan League have set aside their differences, and

the result has been an economic and cultural renaissance. Everything that was old is new again.
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« GO baCk to fU“ details T HE. CARDYG AME.

Drganized Play

Attendees
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Chat Cards DeckBuilder Play Help About
Play Andmrunnerln yourbrowser

Thursday Mar 15th - 17:47 [ Latest update: fix for Degree Mill, Friday Chip, Tori Hanzo. New "start trace" Ul, for those embarrassing moments when you're streaming and can't
count accurately.

Wednesday Mar 7th - 23:08 9§ UPDATE! All Council of the Crest cards have been implemented. Please report any issues on our GitHub page. Thanks to @bobtomatoes, @Saintis,
(@butzopower, and @danhut!

Channels Gaff Thursday Mar 15th - 21:30

Same here
#general

Erenoth Thursday Mar 15th - 22:33
did all the games just drop?

#america
#europe -
#asia-pacific " " Ginpador Thursday Mar 15th - 22:39
#united-kingdom ANyone interested in playing a game with a newbie using starter decks? =}
#francais BlackCherries Thursday Mar 15th - 22:41
#espariol why not? make the game Ginpador
#italia Ginpador Thursday Mar 15th - 22:42
#polska Oke, 1sec
#portugués Fabtraption Friday Mar 16th - 00:02
Heueges i jnet still slow from earlier?
:;tyl::::;-league @ nealpro Friday Mar 16th - 00:06
no

"9 djkokakola Friday Mar 16th - 00:24
(@Henk, dunno if you know this. But no, it should be face up.

supercatfish Friday Mar 16th - 02:05

- aw man, sorry to my opponent. My internet disconnected and now | cant find the game «(
Chingon&08 Friday Mar 16th - 03:36
Yo

"' Veste Friday Mar 16th - 05:40

i need to start making a list of people who lack sportsmanship on this site :-(

relamer Friday Mar 16th - 06:03
how to trash ice by command?

3 Okko  Friday Mar 16th - 06:20
A Sorry, the End turn button doesn't work

bt

Jinteki.net



Affordances of interfaces [Stanfill 2014]:

Functional affordances:
What can the site actually do?

Cognitive affordances:
How do users know what a site can do?

Sensory affordances:
What should the user care about?
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Wednesday Mar 7th - 23:08 00 UPDATE! All Council of the Crest cards have been implemented. Please report any issues on our GitHub page. Thanks to @bobtomatoes, @Saintis,
(@butzopower, and @danhut!

Monday Jan 22nd - 05:39 Check out mapdoo, a directory of tournaments and local game stores. It's still beta but hopefully it will make it easier for everybody to find games.
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Booko Monday Mar 12th - 08:39

does guru davinder work against paid damage?

Booko Monday Mar 12th - 08:39

or else why would it be discarded

Booko Monday Mar 12th - 08:41

there's a bug for that, is it on status broken page?

deadawakeuk Monday Mar 12th - 08:52

Just bought my first physical core set!

deadawakeuk Monday Mar 12th - 08:52

Need to devise some way of dividing them and sorting them

McBEAST Monday Mar 12th - 09:13

(@deadawakeuk: Cool, and congrats! Some use binders with plastic pockets, like me. | divide them in Faction > Type of card (Agenda,
Asset, Operation etc) > Release date/Number on card. This way it's easy to add more plastic pockets when needed and when your
collection is growing. Some use boxes with dividers.

deadawakeuk Monday Mar 12th - 09:49

Thanks, I've had a look at some box inserts. | might try and make a cardboard one to start with

deadawakeuk Monday Mar 12th - 09:49

box one seems more convenient

oldman Monday Mar 12th - 10:00

just dump em in random boxes

oldman Monday Mar 12th - 10:00
so that you never know where your cards are 10 minutes before you have to go to your Igs

" tzeentch9 Monday Mar 12th - 10:21

works for me
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spent a different number of credits, prevent | area as an agenda worth 2 agenda

Limit 1 Philotic Entanglement per deck. # The Future Perfect from being stolen. Ignore o ¢ !
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this ability if the Runner accesses The Future
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New deck

45 cards

Tournament legal

Event (12)

E] 3 Corporate "Grant"”

E] 3 Fisk Investment Seminar
B 1 Legwork

E] 2 Levy AR Lab Access eeeeee

8

B 1 Mad Dash
E] 2 On the Lam
Hardware (8)

E] 2 Sports Hopper
E] 6 Spy Camera

177 e Armand "Geist" Walker: Tech Lord

Influence: 15/15 000000000000

Program (7)

E] 1 Abagnale

[3 1 Demara
BET T
E] 1 Mammon

E] 1 Mongoose
Resource (18)

E] 1 Caldera

(=) 3Fall Guy

B 3 Gbahali eee
E] 3 Kongamato eee
(=) 2 Same OId Thing
E] 3 Street Peddler
[3 3 Tech Trader

Deck Builder

Deck name

Identity

Armand "Geist" Walker: Tech Lord

Add cards

Decklist (type or paste a deckiist, it will be parsed)

3 Corporate "Grant"
3 Fisk Investment Seminar
1 Legwork

2 Levy AR Lab Access
1 Mad Dash

2 On the Lam

2 Sports Hopper

6 Spy Camera

1 Caldera

3 Fall Guy

3 Gbahali

3 Kongamato

2 Same Old Thing

3 Street Peddler

3 Tech Trader

1 Abagnale

1 Demara

1 Mammon

1 Mongoose

3 Grappling Hook
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. infinitive

4 Clicks

8 Credits

3 Memory Units
2 Link Strength
0 Agenda Points
0 Tags

0 Brain Damage
5 Max hand size

Scored Area (0)

~—
-
4 ScoredArea(o)

.’ 3 Eizilcho

- 0Clicks

~ 17 Credits

; 0 Agenda Points

0 Bad Publicity
" 5Max hand size

infinitive discards Maxwell James from

Play

2 Spectators | Leave game | 30 Games | SSCdv

their Grip.

infinitive is ending their turn 3 with 8
and 5 cards in their Grip.

ElZilcho started their turn & with 18
and 2 cards in HQ.

ElZilcho spends @ to play Fast Track.

ElZilcho adds Nisei MK Il to HQ and
shuffle R&D.

scd joined the game as a spectator.

ElZilcho spends @) to install a card in
Server 1.

ElZilcho spends @) and 1§) to advance a
card in Server 1.

ElZilcho is ending their turn 4 with 17 §)
and 2 cards in HQ.

infinitive started their turn & with 8
and 5 cards in their Grip.
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infinitive is ending their turn 3 with 8
and 5 cards in their Grip.

ElZilcho started their turn & with 18
and 2 cards in HQ.

ElZilcho spends @ to play Fast Track.

ElZilcho adds Nisei MK Il to HQ and
shuffle R&D.

scd joined the game as a spectator.

~ ElZilcho spends @ to install a card in
Server 1.

ElZilcho spends @) and 1§) to advance a
card in Server 1.

’ ElZilcho is ending their turn 4 with 17 §)
and 2 cards in HQ.

~ infinitive started their turn &4 with 8 )
and 5 cards in their Grip.



Functional affordances:
Quick, automated creation of decks, play.

Cognitive affordances:
Signiticant reduction of cognitive load.

Sensory affordances:
Primacy of card placement, board state.



Functional spin:
You should make as many decks/“smurfs” as you can.

Cognitive spin:
You should “grind” games.

Sensory spin:
You should create complex board states.



[Smith 2017]

SHUT UP&SIT DUWN HOME VIDEOS

The game might have fared better despite Fantasy Flight's mistakes if it weren’t for the
growth of fan-made internet platforms that let people play Netrunner online. As these
have gotten better and better, we get people playing Netrunner faster and faster,
where testing some hot new deck is as simple as downloading a file.

When my friends and | started going to meet-ups, everyone in the scene was playing
around five games a week, which means the refinement of our decks was a magical,
personal process. Today, when you and your friends can test the same deck six or
seven times a night, with no tedious sleeving and unsleeving cards, you end up

with brutal decks that are more science than art.

As my friend Tim puts it, when we started playing Netrunner we could design a deck
and think it might just work. “There is always hope.” By the time we got good, the best
decks in the world were in such rapid circulation in our local meets that to play
anything else felt silly. We'd get new cards, design a deck on our lunch break... and feel
that we'd wasted our time, because the deck wouldn't stand up to the world’s best. Our
prize for getting good at the game was realising that every deck we made wasn't
competitive.

So, in order of damage done, | think an enormous pool of cards is bad for any game. |
think internet play was harmful to Netrunner’s long-term ecosystem. But maybe the
most crippling thing for our enjoyment of the game was that we became good players,
which felt like a one-way door. We couldn’t go back to playing amateur decks, but

we didn’t enjoy the competitive game, which by the time we left barely resembled the
game of Netrunner that we fell in love with.
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The game might have fared better despite Fantasy Flight's mistakes if it weren't for the
growth of fan-made internet platforms that let people play Netrunner online. As these
have gotten better and better we get people playlng Netrunner faster and faster,

“We get people playlng Netrunner faster
and faster, where testing... Is as simple as
downloading a file. ... When you... can test
the same deck six or seven times a night,

with no tedious sleeving and unsleeving

cards, you end up with brutal decks that
are more science than art.”

So, in order of damage done, | think an enormous pool of cards is bad for any game. |
think internet play was harmful to Netrunner’s long-term ecosystem. But maybe the
most crippling thing for our enjoyment of the game was that we became good players,
which felt like a one-way door. We couldn’t go back to playing amateur decks, but

we didn't enjoy the competitive game, which by the time we left barely resembled the
game of Netrunner that we fell in love with.



Affordances produce norms, which have implications
for the evolution of the play community.
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Hydroponos27 : no pups, | do not approve
Hydroponos27 : only the big dog

: pauglos with the 4/10 pun game
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: i see you :neutral_g:

DrApathy : The real problem with Film Critic is
that it doesn't make sense thematically for any
agenda except Explode-a-palooza.

: and award bait
DrApathy : Truth, @saetzero

Hydroponos27 : what are you talking about?!

Meteor Mining is my favorite movie!!
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errrata‘d to be optional

: it was gonna see with FTT

Hydroponos27 : Obokata Protocol would be a

pretty sweet film, starring Caprice Nisei

: if agenda, you decline to sec test

and jsut hit the card

Image: Métropole Grid Twitch Stream



But, also: Screens capture, players stream
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“Metas” Are No Longer Local

~ - ~

." resenm a 4 vs 4 Netrunner Team Showdown .
ains: Josh Wilson (US) & Laurie Poulter (UK) {
12:00 ¢ ST/IBOOGMT =

Stream: twitch.tv/topdeckanr Video: youtube.com/c/topdeckANR . More mfbrmatzonm A A
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Competition,
performance, community,

and celebrity.
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Emerging questions.

Physical affordances are not part of interfaces
Stanfill 2014], but aren’t they relevant to the
ecology of an activity which is also played

physically?

Board/card game players open us up to new
ways of viewing active audiences [Booth
2018], but shouldn’t automation change how
we think about this?



Rethinking relationship of physical and digital.
Understanding play increasingly means
understanding interfaces, materiality, and
also their interactions.
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Next work: Considering labor, heteromation, and play.
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i need to start making a list of people who lack sportsmanship on this site :-(

relamer Friday Mar 16th - 06:03
how to trash ice by command?

3 Okko  Friday Mar 16th - 06:20
A Sorry, the End turn button doesn't work

bt

made this, anyway?



Getting Involved

How can | report a bug?

The best place to report bugs is the GitHub issue tracker. Before reporting, it is best to make a quick search to
see if it's already been reported. If the bug concerns a card, look it up in Card implementation status - the card in
question may be unimplemented yet.

How can | suggest a feature?

Same as bugs - feature requests should go on the GitHub issue tracker. Again, it's best to make a quick search
first to avoid duplicating existing issues.

How can | make a donation?

Donation info can be found on the About page.

How can | help with the coding/webdesign?

Visit the project page on GitHub and fork the repository. Implement the changes you were planning on doing
and create a PR (Pull Request). If you are in need of some ideas, check out issues marked 'easy' on GitHub.

After two of your PRs have been merged into the master branch, send an e-mail to mtgred@gmail.com stating
who you are on GitHub and ask for access to Jinteki.net Slack, so you can get in better contact with the dev
team.

Why is this site so awesome?

Because We Built It.
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Find file Clone or download ¥

Branch: master ~ New pull request

mtgred address update

| .circleci

| data

8 resources/public
Bl src

| test/clj/game_test
=) .bowerrc

) .gitignore

[E] CONTRIBUTING.md
[E] DOCKER.md

=) Dockerfile

[E] LICENSE.txt

[E) README.md

=) bower.json

[E] compose.sh

) config.coffee

Don't really need to uberjar in Cl tests.
Removing old node.js tasks

address update

address update

Extends test for Death and Taxes.
Figwheel setup

Ignoring data/cards.json

added CONTRIBUTING.md

Add readme for docker

Improve Dockerfile, compose commands, compose.sh
Add MIT license

Remove unused files.

added basic sound framework

Fix crashes with lein-{netrunner,cljs}

Auth setup

Latest commit ce3a61c 13 hours ago

25 days ago
2 months ago
13 hours ago
13 hours ago
4 days ago

4 years ago
21 days ago
2 years ago
a year ago

a year ago

2 years ago
23 days ago
a year ago

a year ago

4 years ago



